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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Expansion of GVSU Recreation Center begins
Construction to expand the
Recreation Center by 17,000
square feet began on
February 16. Current plans
indicate there will be minimal disruption to users
during construction.
When completed, the splitlevel design of the two-level
addition to the south end of
the facility will include the
following amenities:

Construction to expand the Recreation Center; shown in an artist's rendering, is expected to be complete by August 15.
• Spinning/rowing room :
850 square feet, designed
• Weight room: 2,500 square feet, designed for
volleyball courts , three badminton courts, plus
for 17 bikes or I 6 rowing machines;
20-30 pieces of equipment;
room for classes and storage space.
• Cardio fitnes s area (includes stretching area) :
3,800 square feet, room for 40-50 pieces of
equipment;

• Gymnasium: 8, 100-square-foot gym , which
will house a high school-sized basketball
court, two recreational basketball courts, two

The project should be complete by August 15.

-------------------------•••-------------------------Across Campus
Henry Hall computer lab
hours shift

crimes in their area, is a cooperative effort
between eastern Ottawa County communities
and the county.

The Henry Hall weekend computer lab hours
are now the same as those in the Zumberge
Library, with the exception of closing on
Sundays at l a.m.

A kick-off for the program was held on
February 20 in Coopersville. Al Wygant,
director of Public Safety, said Grand Valley,
like other participants, contributed money to
support Silent Observer and the department
will respond to calls received around campus.

Dorothy Johnson, chair of GVSU's Board of
Trustees, read a statement during the February 15
board meeting suppo1ting President Mark A.
Murray's decision not to offer same-sex domestic
partner benefits to university employees.

The Silent Observer phone number in eastern
Ottawa County is l-800-825-0221. Other
participating organizations are listed below:

Johnson 's statement followed Faculty Senate
President Patrick Thorpe's announcement of a
task force to review the issue.

The new hours are Friday, 7 a.m.-midnight;
Saturday, 9 a.m.-midnight; and Sunday,
9 a.m.-1 a.m.

Public Safety Department
participates in
Silent Observer program
Grand Valley's Department of Public Safety is
one of seven organizations participating in a
new Silent Observer program that serves eastern Ottawa County.
The program, which allows callers to use a
toll-free line to phone anonymous tips about
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• Coopersville City Chamber of Commerce
• Allendale Township Chamber of
Commerce
• Georgetown Township Chamber of
Commerce
• Hudsonville City Chamber of Commerce
• Ottawa County Sheriffs Office
• GVSU Department of Public Safety
• Hudsonville Police Department.

Board supports president's
decision on same-sex
domestic partner benefits

Her statement is below:
"I, and most of my colleagues on the board ,
have served for the past few years when this
issue has been under active discussion at
Grand Valley. We appreciate that there are
strong views both in support of and against
implementing domestic partner benefits.

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
"President Lubbers, with his many years of experience, and now
President Murray, in his relatively short tenure here, have both reviewed
the situation and come to the same conclusion - that it is not in the best
interest of the university to add thi s benefit at Grand Valley.
"We charge the president with coming to decisions that are in the best
interest of Grand Valley, and we expect the president to do so thoughtfully
and with respect for the many views that exist on any controversial issue.
"I think I can speak for the whole board in saying that we appreciate
President Murray 's thoughtfulness and deliberative style in coming to his
decision . We respect that no decision was going to be received with
acclaim by all since there are strong views on both sides of the issue. But
we support President Murray in the decision he made.
"We know that he met with members of the gay and lesbian community on
campus before he made his decision, and read and heard many comments
both in support of and opposed to the implementation of domestic partner
benefits. We also know that he has expressed his commitment to continue
to work with members of the gay and lesbian community to ensure that
they study, work, and participate fully in the life of Grand Valley.
"I think I can speak for every member of the board in saying that we
expect everyone at Grand Valley should be accorded full dignity and
respect as they pursue their professional roles or their studies. There was
a time, not too long ago, when gays and lesbians at Grand Valley were
afraid to let their sexual orientation be known. We know that many have
now been willing to be open about who they are and we' re pleased that
the climate has changed to allow that. We expect the president and others
at Grand Valley to continue to ensure that there is an environment where
differences are respected and supported whether it be differences in
belief, values, ethnicity, gender, race, or sexual orientation.

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Dorothy Johnson, chair of GVSU's Board of Trustees, reads a
statement at the February 15 board meeting in support of
President Mark A. Murray's decision not to offer same-sex
domestic partner benefits to university employees.

"We understand that you will establish a task force to continue to review
policies and procedures relative to domestic partner benefits. There may
be new information that is developed as a result of such a task force . If
so, I would ask that you share it with President Murray. I would note
again, though, that thi s issue has been under acti ve discussion at Grand
Valley now for at least two years, and while we recognize that it is a
challenging issue, both President Lubbers and President Murray have
come to the same conclusion after their reviews. And we support the
president in hi s deci sion."

• ••
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Mr. Bubbles

The GVSU Forum is published by the Office
of University Communications every
Monday when classes are in sess ion and
biweekly during the summer. The submi ssion
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-895-222 1.
Fax: 616-895-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submi ssion form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmati ve action/equal opportunity institution.

Vi sit GVNow, Grand Valley's dail y online
publication, on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Frank Morgan demonstrates the mathematics of bubbles during a lecture on February 15 in
Loutit Lecture Hall. The visit by the author of four math books was sponsored by the Division of
Science and Mathematics.
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What's Ahead
The career fair will focus on business and industry. More than 50
companies have registered, including Cintas, Steelcase, and Fifth Third
Bank. A full list of companies planning to send representatives is available on the Career Services' Web site, www.gvsu.edu/careers. For more
information, call the Career Services Office at x33 l l or x6708 .

Clarinetist Arthur Campbell
to present the classics
Clarinetist Arthur Campbell wi ll present a
program of classical music at 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, February 26, in the Cook-DeWitt
Center. Accompanying him on piano will be
music faculty member Helen Marlais.

Michigan's future teachers to converge
on Grand Valley for conference

Campbell , associate professor of music,
studied under renowned clarinetist Robert
Marcellus at Northwestern University. A
frequent concert performer, Campbell gave
his debut performance at Carnegie Hall in
2001 , and later that year was awarded the
Arthur Campbell
U.S. Department of State Artist Abroad
Award, which took him to Turkey for a twoweek performance tour. Last year, he was selected as a winner of the
International Web Concert Hall Competition, resulting in broadcasts of
his performances on the Web Concert Hall over the next five years. His
interviews and music can be seen and heard at www.webconcerthall.com.
Tuesday's concert will include classic clarinet works that will be featured
on Campbell's next solo compact disc. The concert is open to the public
and free .

"Fire Up! " is sponsored by the Inter-Institutional Teacher Education
Council of West Michigan. ITEC-WM is a consortium of representatives
from education departments at Aquinas, Calvin, and Hope colleges,
Central Michigan, Cornerstone, Grand Valley, Michigan State, and
Western Michigan universities.
Barbara Reinken, assistant professor of education, said ITEC-WM is the
only inter-institutional association in the nation that provides professional
development for student-teachers, field supervisors, and teachers. Fire
Up! is held once a semester.
The conference is scheduled to start at 8 a.m. in the Fieldhouse.
Following a welcome from Wendy Wenner, interim associate vice president for Academic Affairs, and keynote address by Anne Mulder, interim
dean of Grand Valley's School of Education, participants will attend
sessions in Mackinac and Manitou halls. The last sessions are scheduled
to end at 3:15 p.m.

Arts at Noon to feature WMU trio
The Arts at Noon Series presents the Merling
Trio on Wednesday, February 27 at the
Cook-DeWitt Center. The three musicians Bruce Uchimura, cell o, Susan Wiersma
Uchimura, piano, and Renata Artman Knific,
violin - are artists in residence at Western
Michigan University. The trio has been hailed
as a brilliantly distinguished group endowed
with remarkable gifts of communication, magnificent precision, and impeccable blend of
sound.
Wednesday 's concert will feature Los Cuatro
Esaciones Portenas, or The Four Seasons , by
Piazzolla.

More than 800 student-teachers from eight Michigan colleges and universities are expected to attend a daylong conference at Grand Valley on
Monday, March 4.

Led by more than 40 facu lty members from ITEC-WM institutions, the
sessions cover classroom management, character education, faith in
schools, opportunities in charter schools, job interviews, and subject
material.

Lectures on global themes
continue through March
The Padnos International Center is sponsoring lectures on study abroad
programs, women in China, and farm equipment in Mali during March.

Merling Trio

For more information on the programs listed below, call x3898 .

Career fair highlights business, industry
The 15th Annual West Michigan Career Connections, sponsored by Career
Services, will be held on Thursday, February 28, from 10 a.m. -3 p.m. in
the Fieldhouse.

• Wednesday, March 13, 3 p.m., KC, room 104.
International Studies Lecture Series: "Women's Legal Status in Modem
Chinese History," with Yanhong Wu, from the Chinese Academy of
Sciences.

continued on page 4

Benefits Bulletin

···-------------------------

Life Guidance Services
offers employee assistance
programs

through Employee Assistance Services.
Resource links and details on the following
programs are available on the company's Web
site, www. lgs-eas.org.

The Faculty/Staff Assistance Program (FSAP)
provides off-site confidential help to faculty
and staff members and their immediate family
members who have personal problems that may
affect quality of life and/or job performance.
The goal of the FSAP is to help employees and
their families lead fuller and more productive
lives.

• Substance abuse information;
• Discussion of mental health issues and
counseling alternatives;
• Links to child care and elder care services
(see accompanying box);
• Advice on parenting, health and stress
management, and other quality-of-life issues;
• Links to legal and financial services;
• Newsletters and other resource materials.

Grand Valley has contracted these services
through Life Guidance Services, which provides a wide range of programs and benefits

For a brochure detailing the FSAP, call Human
Resources at x2220.

CareGuide aids
search process
The care management company CareGuide
has created a Web site dedicated to easing the
stresses involved with finding quality elder or
child care facilities and services.
Accessed through the Life Guidance Services
site, or CareGuide's site, www.careguide.com,
articles and resources detail how to locate
quality facilities throughout the country, plan
for added expenses, and cope with lifestyle
changes.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Thurs 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Through Fri., Mar. 22
Gallery Hours: "Tjukurrpa: Aboriginal Art of
the Dreaming." An exhibition of more than
30 paintings and a selection of related
artifacts, presented as a joint effort of the
Public Museum of Grand Rapids and the
GVSU Art Gallery. Art Gallery, PAC. For
more information call x2564.

Tues., Feb. 26
12 noon-1 p.m. : Campus Wellness "How To"
Series, Training for a SK. KC, Room 140.
For more information call x3659.
1-3 p.m.: School of Communications faculty
presentation. "Film Music: the Art of
Bernard Herrmann," with Alan Bell. 233
LSH. For more information call x3668.
4-6 p.m.: Women's Center and Women and
Gender Studies Reading Group.
"Manifesta: Young Women, Feminism, and
the Future." CDC Lounge. For more
information call x2748.
5-8 p.m. : Campus Wellness Clinic. Tests for
percent body fat, free walk-in

appointments. 132 FH, Human
Performance Lab. For more information
call x3659.
7 p.m.: Black History Month Play, "The Ole
Landmark Cathedral." Loosemore
Auditorium, Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
For more information call x2177.
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Arthur
Campbell, clarinetist, will be accompanied
by Helen Marlais, pianist. CDC. For more
information call x3484.

Wed., Feb. 27

Wednesday.

8:45 a.m.-3:15 p.m.: Regional Math and
Science Center Conference, "Math in
Action." EC. For more information call
x3384 or x2322.

Thurs., Feb. 28

12 noon : Arts at Noon Series. The Merling
Trio. CDC. For more information call
x3484.
1-2 p.m.: Women Scholars Faculty Forum.
"Presentation of Photographic Work," with
Victoria Veenstra. KC, Cabin C. For more
information call x2325.

Senez Rodriguez-Charbonier, associate professor of psychology, conducted a "Couples
Getaway Weekend Retreat" in the Muskegon

10 a.m.-3 p.m. : Career Services Career Fair.
West Michigan Career Connections. FH.
For more information call x33 l l.
4-5 p.m.: Counseling and Career
Development Center Workshop. "From
Grad School to the 'Real World."' 204
STU. Call x3266 for more information.
6 p.m.: Black History Month Event. Step
Afrika, dance ensemb le. CDC. For more
information call x2177.

4:30-8 p.m.: Regional Math and Science
Center Workshop. Building Confidence
through Content in "Life Science: Genetics
and Heredity." 225 PAD. Call x2267 for
more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of
philanthropy, traveled to Washington, D.C. as
part of a nationwide advisory committee to the
Aspen Institute, which is conducting a research
initiative to improve the performance of
charitable foundations.

8 p.m.: Music
Department
Concert. The
GVSU Symphony
Orchestra
conducted by
Hyunsai Lee. The
program will
feature winners of
the 200 I GVSU
Concerto
Competition. LAT,
Hyunsai Lee will lead PAC. For more
the GVSU Symphony information call
Orchestra in concert on x3484.

···---------------------------

area for 18 couples who wanted to strengthen
their marriages.
Steve Glass, associate professor of movement
science, has been invited as a panel presenter for
the American College of Sports Medicine's
annual meeting, addressing undergraduate
academic credentialing and certification by
ACSM. He is also a co-author on two research
presentations at the meeting.

Paul E. Doane, assistant director of financial
aid, was honored with a Special Achievement
Award by the Michigan Student Financial Aid
Association at its annual winter conference in
Mount Pleasant. The award was presented in
recognition of Doane 's many contributions to the
association during the past 19 years.

What's Ahead
continued from page 3
• Thursday, March 21, 4 p.m., KC, room 142.
International Studies Roundtable: "Learning and
Living in the U.S., West Michigan and GVSU,"
with a panel of international students.
• Monday, March 25, 4 p.m., KC, room 104.
International Studies Research Forum, "Private
Property and Agricultural Innovations in Mali,"
with Roy Cole, GVSU associate professor of
geography and planning.
• Wednesday, March 27, 4 p.m., KC, room 142.
International Studies Roundtable: "Reflections
on Study Abroad Experiences."

April commencement plans
released
April's commencement ceremony is scheduled
for Saturday, April 27, at Van Andel Arena in
downtown Grand Rapids.
Faculty and staff members who plan to process
should arrive at 9:30 a.m. for the IO a.m. ceremony. New employees who need academic
regalia should contact the University Bookstore
at x2450 by Thursday, February 28.
Those participating in the ceremony will be

given one guest ticket, upon request, in the
general seating area. Free parking will be on a
first come, first served basis in Lot No. 4, south
of the arena. Signs to the robing area will be
posted.
Return RSVP cards to the Dean of Students
Office (202 Student Services Building) by
March 22 to receive a parking pass. Questions
can be directed to LeaAnn Tibbe, in the Student
Life Office, at x2345, or Sue Willemsen, in the
Dean of Students Office, at x3585.

